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Native seed mixes

Each year we harvest seed for various projects with a large green silage cutter, Flail Vac and hand collections and seed several sites.  The seed is spread and dried before we mix it with hand collected seed. We also harvest seed with the Flail Vac and hand collections for general sales as the seed is available.  This seed is generally available in late December and January, an ideal time for seeding to get germination of a wide variety of species.
The seed from the Flail Vac and hand harvest can be sown using a Grasslander seeder that is able to seed fluffy and chaffy seed or it can be blown with a hay blower and rolled. Most other seeding machines do not work with this seed mix.
For small areas the seed can also be hand sown if basic steps are followed.  The site should be seed bed ready, that is, it should be free of debris, free of undesirable species, level, and firm to help retain moisture.  Shallowly rake the soil or use some other method to create small indentations within the top ½ inch of soil. Then broadcast the seed, even a slight breeze will help distribute the seed.  Follow this step by rolling the seed.  A rented lawn roller filled with water and pulled by hand can be used or a vehicle tires over the entire site.  If you are spot seeding small areas, foot stomping will work as well.  It is essential to get good seed to soil contact, especially with much of the seed that still has awns or pappus attached that make the seed fluffy.

The seeding rate should be 80 seed or more per square foot.  

Seed mixes should be tailored to the zones on the site according to the predicted moisture levels.  In addition to the mixes listed below, we can also hand collect additional wet prairie species to add to the wettest mix described below.   
The wettest mixes can include the following species as well as any other appropriate species collected in the flatwoods or dry prairie:  

	Scientific Name
	Common Name

	Andropogon glomeratus var. glaucopsis
	Chalky bluestem

	Andropogon glomeratus
	Bluestem

	Andropogon virginicus
	Bluestem

	Andropogon virginicus var. glauca
	Chalky bluestem

	Aristida stricta
	Wiregrass

	Coreopsis floridana
	Florida tickseed

	Coreopsis leavenworthii
	Leavenworth’s tickseed

	Eragrostis elliotti
	Elliott’s lovegrass

	Helianthus angustifolius
	Swamp sunflower

	Helianthus radula
	Rayless sunflower

	Liatris spicata
	Dense blazing star

	Panicum anceps
	Beaked panicum

	Panicum longifolium
	Panicgrass

	Panicum rigidulum
	Redtop panicum

	Rhexia spp.
	Meadow beauty

	Rhynchospora spp.
	Beaksedges

	Rudbekia hirta
	Black-eyed susan

	Saccharum giganteum
	Giant plume grass

	Solidago fistulosa
	Pinebarren goldenrod

	Sorgastrum secundum
	Lopsided indiangrass

	Xyris sp.
	Yellow-eyed grass


The mesic seed mixes can include the following species as well as any other appropriate species collected in the flatwoods or dry prairie:  

	Scientific Name
	Common Name

	Andropogon brachystachyus
	Short-spike bluestem

	Andropogon glomeratus
	Bluestem

	Andropogon glomeratus var. glaucopsis
	Chalky bluestem

	Andropogon ternarius
	Splitbeard bluestem

	Andropogon virginicus
	Bluestem

	Andropogon virginicus var. glauca
	Chalky bluestem

	Aristida stricta
	Wiregrass

	Coreopsis leavenworthii
	Leavenworth’s goldenrod

	Elephantopus elatus
	Elephant’s foot

	Eragrostis elliotti
	Elliott’s lovegrass

	Eragrostis spectabilis
	Purple lovegrass

	Eragrostis virginica
	Coastal lovegrass

	Liatris sp.
	Blazing star

	Panicum anceps
	Beaked panicum

	Pityopsis graminifolia var. tracyi
	Grass-leaved aster

	Rudbeckia hirta
	Black-eyed susan

	Solidago sp.
	Goldenrod

	Sorgastrum secundum
	Lopsided indiangrass


The xeric or driest mixes can include the following species as well as any other appropriate species collected in the flatwoods or dry prairie:  

	Scientific Name
	Common Name

	Andropogon ternarius
	Splitbeard bluestem

	Andropogon virginicus
	Bluestem

	Aristida stricta
	Wiregrass

	Balduina angustifolia
	Yellow buttons

	Elephantopus elatus
	Elephant’s foot

	Eragrostis elliotti
	Elliott’s lovegrass

	Eragrostis spectabilis
	Purple lovegrass

	Palafoxia feayi
	Palafoxia

	Liatris sp., L. laevigata, L. gracilis
	Blazing star

	Panicum anceps
	Beaked panicum

	Pityopsis graminifolia var. tracyi
	Grass-leaved aster

	Polygonella polygama
	October flower

	Polygonella robusta
	Sandhill wireweed

	Rudbeckia hirta
	Black-eyed susan

	Solidago chapmanii
	Chapman’s goldenrod

	Sorgastrum secundum
	Lopsided indiangrass


